VILLAGE OF WRIGHTSTOWN

SPECIAL MEETING VILLAGE BOARD

A special meeting of the Village of Wrightstown Board of Trustees was held at the Village Hall, 352 High St on 03/30/16 and called to order by Village President Dean Erickson at 6:00 pm.
Roll Call: Present – Dean Erickson, Sue Byers, Karen Curry, Mark Leonard, 
Absent – Quinn Cavanaugh, Scott Reignier, Terry Schaeuble
Also present:  Ed Byrne (Brillion News), Tom Collins (Wrightstown Spirit), Shelia Bowers
Approve Acquisition of Properties within the Village – M Leonard explained the Village has an opportunity to purchase the property at 108 and 112 High Street from the bank that is holding these parcels due to foreclosure.  Both parcels are on the market for a total of $70,000 and are in major need of repairs.  The Village should consider purchasing for a total of $20,000 and then tear down.  It would free up a space approximately 50 feet wide with a long-stretched unique view of the Fox River.  This would eliminate blight in the downtown area and could be demolished prior to the completion of the overlook and the new roadway with sidewalk.

M Leonard responded to the question of the cost of demolition to be approximately $30,000.  There is a lot of debris that needs removal along with water saturated wood from leaking foundations.  The weight of the materials increases the demolition cost.  

The question was raised why the Village should buy the properties.  M Leonard further responded.  Another party could purchase the property at these low amounts, make minor modifications and continue with residential rentals.  That does not help the downtown. 
S Byers read some comments from consultant Allyson Watson, UW Ext – Brown County.
The pros and cons of who would develop a new building; how long it would take to sell the property with the current buildings demolished; the types of businesses that would relocate; parking and traffic considerations; high-end, spacious residential lofts; the benefits to the downtown area; and the source of funding were all discussed. 
Motion by M Leonard, second by K Curry to approve the purchase of the two properties (108 and 112 High Street) for a total cost of $20,000.  Roll call vote:  Ayes – K Curry, M Leonard; Nays – S Byers, D Erickson; Absent - Quinn Cavanaugh, Scott Reignier, Terry Schaeuble.  Tie vote – Motion denied.
Adjourn – Motion by K Curry, second by S Byers to adjourn.  Motion carried.  (Adjourned 7:18 pm).
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Jean A Brandt


Clerk/Treasurer
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