VILLAGE OF WRIGHTSTOWN

PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES

05/19/15
KENNELS related to 

Chapter 75 Animals, Chapter 102 Fees and Penalties, Chapter 206 Zoning

A Public Hearing of the Village of Wrightstown Board of Trustees was held on 05/19/15 at the Village Hall, 352 High Street, and called to order at 6:23 pm by Village President Dean Erickson with the reading of the public hearing notice.
Roll Call: Present – Dean Erickson, Sue Byers, Quinn Cavanaugh, Karen Curry, Mark Leonard, 




Scott Reignier, Terry Schaeuble, Village Administrator Steve Johnson
Absent – None
Also present: Ed Byrne (Brillion News), Tom Collins (Wrightstown Area Spirit), Public Works Director Travis Coenen; Police Chief Perry Kingsbury; Fire Chief Mike Schampers; Tim Dole; Frederick Ruebl II; Peter & Jamie Albers; Steve Zutz, Dennis Halbach, Jesse Meulemans, Craig Lamers (Country Visions).

The purpose of the Public Hearing was to hear from all persons and/or their agents on the following: 

· Amend Chapter 75-9 – Animals – (A) Limit on number of dogs – (B) Kennels – of the Municipal Code of the Village of Wrightstown to read as follows: 
Chapter 75-9:  ADD: The letter “(A) Number of dogs” to the first paragraph under this subsection.  

CREATE:  (B) Kennels.  Any person having more than three (3) dogs in their possession will be required to obtain a Kennel License, defined as a business that provides habitation and shelter for up to 12 animals at any one time, and pay the respective annual fee, based on a scale dependent on the number of dogs allowed as set form in Chapter 102, Fees and Penalties.

A Kennel License is only allowed in Chapter 206-23(C) Zoning – R-R Rural Residential District – Conditional Use.

Operation of a Kennel is subject to recommendation of the Village Planning Commission and subsequent approval of the Village Board.   The County Health Department may inspect and approve the premises prior to the initial occupancy.  Operation of a kennel shall be in compliance with Wisconsin State Statutes and County regulations with required permitting approved prior to municipal approval.

The method of collection, treatment, and disposal of animal excrement shall be in accordance with all applicable DNR regulations.

The outside area of the kennel shall be adequately fenced to assure no dog escapes to run at-large; a suitable privacy barrier shall be put in place to visually block the outside area of the play area of the kennel from passing vehicle or pedestrian traffic on any abutting street, sidewalk, and neighboring residential property to minimize noise, barking, and any other exceedingly annoying circumstances that could occur.

Aside from the annual Kennel License fee, each dog shall also be individually licensed in accordance with Wisconsin State Statutes.

· Amend Chapter 102-1 – Fees and Penalties; Fee and penalty schedule; Chapter 75 – of 

the Municipal Code of the Village of Wrightstown to read as follows:

ADD:

§ 75-9, Kennel licenses fees: number of dogs actually lodged within the kennel –


4-8 dogs
$30.00


8-12 dogs
$50.00


Offspring of the housed animals are exempted from birth to eight (8) weeks in

determining the total number allowed.

· Amend Chapter 206-23(F)– Zoning – R-R Rural Residential District – Building

setbacks – Kennels – of the Municipal Code of the Village of Wrightstown to 

read as follows:

ADD: 

§206-23(F) – Zoning – R-R Rural Residential District – Building setbacks

(1) Front yard (e) Kennel building:  25 feet minimum from right-of-way

(2) Rear yard (c) Kennel building: 25 feet minimum 

(3) Side yard (f) Kennel building:  50 feet minimum from side lot line

D Erickson asked for any input on the Kennels ordinance.
Frederic Ruebl II – Thanked the board for what they do with listening to the public.  F Ruebl misunderstood and thought this hearing was for the Conditional Use for Kennels of which there is an ordinance.  S Johnson explained this hearing was to establish an ordinance that would regulate and provide fees and rules structure for kennel operations.  If that is adopted, the next step would be to take action on a request that is pending for a Conditional Use for Kennels in the Rural Residential area.  Tonight is just the creation of the ordinance.
F Ruebl then stated he had notes to be taken into consideration going forward with kennels.  Wanted to know from the board what is the definition of a kennel, what it includes and the intention of what a kennel could be.  Is it going to be a breeding facility potentially and what is all involved with that as numbers of and owners of?  Animals coming in and out of the facility?  Is it classed as a boarding facility such as a day care service for animals? Then would those animals be inside, outside, over-night?  How class as a business?  In Rural Residential under Village ordinance has listed Conditional Use for Kennels.  Where do potentially want this when considering Rural Residential?  Is a better classification under Village code for General Business for businesses that are devoted to retail trade or services?  This is more than just a kennel but a variety of options that should be considered in this.  Not just that this is a good idea but F Ruebl would like a little consideration on this issue.  

D Erickson stated the impetus is a person in the Village is interested in putting up a kennel.  They have done the necessary legwork with the neighbors around them and there has been no disqualification per se.  That is why we are going ahead with this ordinance so if that person wanted to go ahead with the kennel, the Village has something in place for regulations.

F Ruebl further explained there is “Rural” and then there is “Rural with neighbors” also.  For the good of everybody involved, the best intentions overall for the neighbors in the Village and the people in the immediate vicinity request please consider some of the things that were mentioned.
D Erickson continued the Village is creating a framework for a conditional use permit at a future date.

D Erickson again asked for any more comments from the audience on Kennels related to Chapter 75 Animals, Chapter 102 Fees and Penalties, Chapter 206 Zoning.
D Erickson then asked for any comments from the Village Board.

K Curry asked if an owner has more than three dogs in a subdivision, will they be required to get a kennel license?  Response:  No.  Only allowed to have three without being cited for a violation of the municipal ordinance.  Kennels are only allowed in the Rural Residential zoning district which is only two spots in the Village (Harvest Moon Estates Subdivision and Washington Street area south towards Kaukauna).

D Erickson again asked if there were any questions at all.

M Leonard asked is there anything that states it is not acceptable anywhere else in the Village.  Response:  Another ordinance change / public hearing would be required to have kennels within another zoning district.  They are only listed as a Conditional Use in Rural Residential.

T Coenen commented, as M Leonard and F Ruebl brought up, if it is a doggy day-care it might be better to have in another zoning area as most are located in a business park or more industrial retail.

D Erickson then commented the only place allowed in the Village of Wrightstown is Rural Residential.  Any other place would be disqualified.

Discussion of board members then followed if someone would request a doggy day care type of business within another zoning district of the Village.

Motion by Q Cavanaugh, second by S Reignier to close the public hearing on Kennels.  Motion carried.  (Adjourned 6:34 pm)
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Jean A Brandt

Clerk/Treasurer

